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4. 2013 Strategy and Branxton (continued)

Progress report on ideas:

All Border Festivals written to and all replies to date

indicate that they would be keen to take part in a 

horse relay.

Presenting Coldstream wishes to support the above

idea too.

James Bell and Gerald Tait visited Branxton Parish

Council in early December and the discussions were

very positive and we are to have a joint social with 

them on Saturday 28 March 2009 at Branxton when 

there will be drinks, nibbles and music organized by

Rob Bell.

The Parish Council is also consulting Lord Joicey and

others about tidying up the battlefield monument. 

This liaison of course is all leading into 2013 and we

are busy producing a September 2013 events calendar

which highlights a series of events over a fortnight.

This calendar will be placed on the club website after

New Year.  

5. Website
Christine Tait, our IT expert and a scrumptious chic, 
has updated the Club’s website and 

you will see the proposed stained glass window and 

details of a strange postcard received from a Bernard

Elliott, who we presume lives in the Borders, but he 

did not leave a forwarding address or contact number.

Basically Mr. Elliott thinks we are being disrespectful

to the Scots dead by calling our club the Flodden 1513

Club. He suggests we call our club some sort of 

Commemoration Society.

Does anyone know Mr. Elliott?
Anyway your Secretary has lazy spells and the 

Website sometimes becomes out of date. However, 

there is renewed zip and energy and Gerald will

be supplying Christine with monthly news. Watch

this space!     
2. Christmas Tree


Like other groups in Coldstream the Club has been invited to decorate a Christmas tree at the Parish Church. One item that could be draped on the tree will be mini versions of the new stained glass window.


3. Officials and Events in 2009


Those of you who couldn’t attend the AGM should note that Stuart Tait resigned as Vice Chair of the Club and we have a vacancy in this post and the committee will be considering alternatives in the New Year. Stuart, of course one of the characters in the town and one of our Club’s founder members, is gratefully thanked for his work since 1997. James Bell remains as Chair, Gerald Tait and Richard Melvin remain as Secretary and Treasurer respectively while Richard is also our 2009 Standard Bearer. We have ‘lost’ young Edd Park from the Committee due to work commitments and we thank him too. Stuart Galbraith joins the committee.





Our main events are of course in September each year  and for the dinner in 2009 we have invited the following speakers:-





Toast to ‘Border Men Who Fell’ – Euan Robson


Toast to ‘James IV’ – Neil Oliver, BBC TV


Toast to the Club – David Banks





Both Euan and David have accepted and we are waiting word from Neil.   


 


4. 2013 Strategy and Branxton





Time is of course wearing on and 2013 will be upon in no time. The 1513 Committee has some ideas penned including:-





A horse relay from Flodden to other Border towns involved in Flodden, carrying a specially commissioned banner and returning to Coldstream


A dance 


A special commemoration


Special church services at Branxton and Coldstream


A specially commissioned tie


A specially commissioned booklet


A reconciliation between Earl of Home and the Duke of Norfolk


Plenty liaison with Branxton and other Border towns and social events


Involving local schools





These are just a few of the ideas being discussed. 








6.  Membership Waiting List


Several guests attending our annual dinner wish to join our illustrious club but the constitution says we have only 50 members and 5 life Members.





However, to give hope to those on the ‘outside’ wanting in, we can say that a few years ago we had 16 gentlemen on the waiting list for membership and now we are down to three. These are:-





Hamish Brown


Alex Thomson


Burnett Smith





Once vacancies arise we will slot these gentlemen in and start a new waiting list.





7.  Christmas Best Wishes





 It would be fair to say that we have all been affected, to a greater or lesser degree, by the credit crunch and this will be a testing time for some families over the New Year period.





Other families may have loved ones serving in Afghanistan and Iraq and this brings another kind of testing time for families. 





To our Club Members, Associate Members and their families, we hope you have a good Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.





Our Associate Member from Australia, John Fairnington, has been in touch wishing the Club all the very best wishes for 2009. I have reminded John about our proposed Club tour to Oz some time in the future!





No doubt as Christmas approaches we will hear from our other Australian friend, Robert Wade of Queensland.    





Gerald Tait


Honorary Secretary 








            �








1. Kirk Stained Glass Window  





We are nearly there! Eddie Park took the wooden window frame, made by John Abercrombie and George Runciman of Jedburgh, to Perth last month and Artisan Stained Glass, the preferred artists, are busy making the glass. Indications from Artisan are that they are looking to fit the stained glass window in late January, with an official opening in late March; the official opening to be made by Professor John Hume of the Church of Scotland. Your committee has agreed to the purchase of a supporting brass plaque for the church wall, with the following inscription:-





FLODDEN WINDOW


Dedicated to the Brave Scots who fell


at the Battle of Flodden on 9 September


1513.


 Funded by the Flodden 1513 Club,


Coldstream Parish Church, Coldstream 


and District Local History Society, the Scottish


Borders Community Grant Scheme, The 1514


Club of Hawick and private donations


 


Opened on            by Professor John Hume, Church of Scotland   






























































4. Governance over Risk Management


The Corporate Management Team has recently reviewed this, for the Council as a whole, and in the way divisions consistently apply Cabinet Policy, which is basically to ensure that risk management is embedded properly and all linkages are demonstrable. There are 10 essentials. That:-


each Chief Official shares information on critical risks with their Cabinet spokesperson.


every major computer system development has a risk assessment and reporting of risk to the project team and project board.


every construction project valued at over £250,000 has a risk assessment and reporting of risk to project teams and to Senior Management.


operational risks within divisions are validated once a quarter by Managers and the results of this validation are relayed to a Head of Service.


any concerns arising from this validation are reported by the Head of Service to the Director and Cabinet spokesperson


risk assessment and analysis informs Corporate, Divisional and Business Planning


‘risk implications’ in reports to Cabinet, Committees and the Corporate Management Team are written to cover the ‘downside’ of risk as well as the ‘upside’. 


when faced with new legislation the risk of this legislation is fully assessed under Reputation Damage or Gain, Financial Loss or Gain,  Disruption or Gain to services and Missed or Grasping Opportunities 


that for Divisions with several sites eg Education and Communities risk management is communicated properly across all sites. For example that the Schools’ intranet contains quality information on the management of risk.


5. Fraud and Whistle Blowing (WB)


While a WB facility for Benefit Fraud has existed for some time a new facility for employees of the Council and members of the public has been set up to be able to report suspicions for non benefit concerns. The facility can be invoked by inserting ‘Fraud’ into the search facitity on the Council’s website. A WB facility for employees on the Council’s intranet is being developed and will become available shortly.  
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